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Well, I said we needed more stuff for our 
youngsters - and what a turn up for the 
book.  Anna Edwards and Jack Butland 
have done wonderful things, and it‟s great 
to be able to give some space in the 
magazine to their achievements.   
 
I‟m sure it‟s an issue in many rural areas - 
what is there for the children?  Many of 
our older villagers have fabulous stories of 
when they were younger and the fun and 
games they got up to - but the world is a 
different place now.  The children of our 
village can‟t play tip and run in the street, 
they can‟t play on tractors, they have 
nowhere to go in the village and nothing to 
do.  There are no swings, no clubs - not 
even a mother and toddler club.  The 
children (or their parents) look elsewhere 
for things to do, and if the children go out 
of the village for recreation, then the 
parents will take them, and they‟ll go out 
of the village too. 
 
I wonder what the village looks like to our 
young people?  I wonder if they might take 
a little time to tell me (in confidence!) how 
old we look, how set in our ways… 
 
I must thank everyone who helped out 
while I was laid up with my ankle in plaster 
- Kate, Caroline and Marianna, in 
particular, and everyone else who did 
what Kennites always do - start by helping 
and keep helping until told to stop.  Thank 
you all.  The ankle is nearly better - but 
not happy at having to test-drive the shoes 
for our daughter‟s wedding… 
 
Last month lots of you noticed that I did a 
quick reincarnation job on the people who 
were hanged in 1830.  I missed out a 
couple of (quite important) words and 
managed to welcome the men 
themselves, not their descendents, to the 
village.  Abject apologies. 
 
You‟d think that after a year at the job I 
could get it right... 
 

Hazel 
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Down on the Farm 
 

These notes are being written in the middle of May. The wind had just changed into the South 
West, what a relief!  This has been a most unusual season, the wind has predominately 
blown from the North since last autumn making it a very late spring.  The grass in the fields 
has never really grown to its best.  The prospects for heavy crops for hay and silage making 
are poor.  The weather in the first part of May has been dry and cold.  Remember the old 
countryman‟s saying “Much rain in May leads to barns full of hay”.  Some farmers are already 
worried about conserving enough hay and silage for feeding next winter. 
 
June is the month when most of the haymaking and silage making is done.  We wait to see 
what happens this year. 
 
Most of the sheep are generally shorn in early June in this part of the country, much to the 
relief of those who have to look after them and to the sheep if the weather gets hot.  

 
There is a wonderful 
apple blossom or 
blowth this year (blowth 
is an old Somerset 
word for blossom) in 
our orchard behind 
Stonehouse Farm.  I 
wish more people could 
see it, all are welcome, 
un f o r t una t e l y  t he 
blossom will be over by 
the time these notes 
are read in June. 
 
T.B. in cattle is rampant 
in the South West of 
E n g l a n d  a n d 
Gloucestershire, in 
some villages every 

farm has had cattle fail the test.  There are reports that some farmers are afraid to let their 
cattle out into the fields in case they get infected where there is a large population of badgers, 
which are generally held responsible for infection being carried from farm to farm. 
 
The first of this year‟s lambs are being sold for meat at very high prices, sometimes 
exceeding £100 each.  There are not many yet available due to the cold weather keeping 
them short of grass. 
 
Young calves are also realising very high prices; farmers are trying to buy them to replenish 
their herds, many having sold their herds of dairy cows during the past year.  Farmers are 
arriving at the new market at Sedgemoor near Bridgwater from all over the country trying to 
buy calves. 

 
Ray Naish 
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Charles Staples 
 

In last month‟s magazine Ray remembered a song that was sung by Charles and his family and it reminded 
me of the stories my mother told me about this eccentric character. She was one of his younger 
grandchildren, her mother being Alice - his youngest daughter. If you know the picture of him and his family 
in the dining area of the Drum and Monkey, she is the one sitting at bottom right as you look. My mother 
seems to have spent her childhood in a constant state of embarrassment at his activities so even though she 
knew many of these family songs she didn't seem to want to pass them on and, of course, now that I am 
interested it is all too late. 
 

Most of his early history I only know because of Ray‟s phenomenal memory and love of Kenn history, but 
Charles‟ father brought his family to live in Kenn, at Moorside Farm, in 1850. Charles married Miss Dyer from 
the Post Office, presumably when it was at the top of Kenn Sreet. They lived in Kenn Pier cottage where they 
kept three cows and made money by picking wild flowers and selling them in Clevedon. He must have picked 
a lot of flowers because some time later he was able to take the tenancy of Stonehouse Farm where six of 
his seven children were born and, sadly, his wife died. One of his main enterprises was cider making; he 
bought in apples from all over the area and became well known for holding what became known as `Kenn 
Fair` to which local publicans and others would come to buy cider - but not before he made sure they had 
drunk enough so they didn‟t know what they were buying. I have a newspaper cutting of the results of one of 
his sales; it shows he sold 8000 gallons of cider!  This seems to me a huge amount for the time and the 

facilities for making it 
so it could be a 
misprint; anyway it 
sold for 9d to a shilling 
a gallon (3.5 to 5p for 
anyone under 40). 
 

C h a r l e s  l e f t 
Stonehouse farm in 
1912; he had married 
his brother-in-law‟s 
widow, so first he 
married a Miss Dyer 
and second a Mrs 
Dyer.  She was well-
off, owning a number 
of cottages in the 
village and she started 
the shop (the Post 
Office most recently 
closed). They then 

lived in Orchard Cottage where he lived until his death in 1943. He continued to farm there and presumably 
make cider. I am not sure whether he held the Kenn Fair there; my mother talked about it but I am not sure if 
this was experience or anecdote. I do know that he organised the Kenn entry into the Clevedon Carnival 
when it was held.  This involved dressing up a wagon and get as many children as possible on it.  He also 
used to take Kenn children on an outing. Ray says his mother would never let him go, fearing for his 
wellbeing.  She was probably right. 
 

There are many stories about Charles, in these enlightened times he could easily have ended on the wrong 
side of officialdom but in the early 20

th
 century he was probably typical of many country characters and at the 

time his name and the village of Kenn would have gone together. 
 

For a man who had seven children I know of only thirteen descendants of my generation e.g. Great 
Grandchildren, this doesn‟t seem a great increase.  The only other descendants living in Kenn are Steve Bye 
and his family. 
 

Tim Bush. 
 
Picture shows Charles Staples and carnival float, date unknown 
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KENN FESTIVAL 2010 
 
Progress Report: 
 
Historic Houses 40+ properties are now listed and 

photographed. Should be a fascinating 
document. Contact Heather Brain. 

 
Flower Festival Clevedon Flower Club are now helping . Help 

needed on Thursday 24th June to prepare the 
Church. Contact  Grace Griffin. 

 
Scarecrow Trail Time to start making your scarecrows to decorate the village. Mike tells me the 

local Scout groups have come up with some wonderful ideas. Contact Mike 
Bell. 

 
Sponsored Bike Ride 24 hour static bike ride, please volunteer to do a session on the bike. 

Sponsorship forms available from Simon Pascoe. 
 
Kenn Banner  Val has had several house portraits to sew onto the banner but needs the 

others fairly soon please. Contact Val Maloney. 
 
Kenn’s Got Talent Julia needs to hear about YOUR talent. Singing, playing, reciting, dancing or 

even playing the spoons, all talented Kennites welcome. Contact Julia Bush. 
 
Wine & Cheese Tickets now available from WI members. 
 
Cream Teas  Jenny and Marianna are looking for volunteers to help with the cream teas. 
 
Songs Of Praise Let John Andrews or Julia Bush know your favourite hymns and any 
dedication     you would like to make. 
 

VILLAGE PHOTOGRAPH—PLEASE REMEMBER THE VILLAGE PHOTOGRAPH WILL BE 
HELD AT 4PM ON SUNDAY 27th. This will be a wonderful historical record of the 

people of Kenn in 2010. 
 

Next Meeting 17th June 2010 at 7.30pm. All welcome, more wine to be drunk! 

 
THE VILLAGE MARKET 
 

 

Our May Market was held on a beautiful day and we thank our sellers 
and customers for resisting the temptation to rush to the coast or 
country. 
 
Money raised this month is going into the Kenn Festival Fund. Our 
June Market will be part of this Festival so we hope you will visit us and 
proceed to all the other attractions of the weekend. 
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Kenn's Got Talent.  Hooray! 
  
There is still room in the programme for a couple more 'turns'. If you want to join in 'Kenn's Got 
Talent, to be enjoyed at 8pm on the Saturday evening of the Kenn Festival (26th June).  Please let 
me know you want to join in, I have arranged a slot in the Village Hall on Monday 21st June from  
6.30 to 7.30pm so you can familiarise yourself with the layout and 
request staging etc.  
 
NB Please bring/arrange your own accompaniment*/backing music. 
 
Remember, it's just a bit of fun, not a competition. 
 

Julia Bush 01275 873554 
 

* Worth asking Jo Manning, she will play for anyone who gives her 
enough notice 

Recycling Revolution 
 
The recycling revolution is clearly suffering from teething troubles, and there is much discontent at 
this end of the village.  Those of us in the layby at the top of Kenn Street STILL have our green 
waste from a fortnight ago.  Robin and Marianna and I have rung, and rung, and emailed, and 
emailed, but the bags are still there and everything is getting a tad warm and smelly. 
 
I asked around the village about experiences with the new contractors, and it seems that the dustbin 
men are less judicious about getting all the rubbish actually in the lorry than they might be.  The 
rubbish then blows about the street and we have to go into the hedgerows getting it all out again.  
And this only weeks after the village was tidied! 
 
The green bags which are emptied are also to be found down the street if there‟s a breeze - we 
clearly need to have a system for making sure that the bags stay put (not all of us can be home all 
the time to rush out and store the bags the instant the bin men have emptied them - especially if the 
designated day turns out to be a day when nothing is collected).   
 
In the grand scheme of things it‟s not a life-stopper - but we do pay our rates, we are customers, 
and we (I think) can be forgiven for expecting the service that we signed up for. 
 
I‟m a bit of a zealot when it comes to recycling, but even I am now a bit daunted by the sheer 
logistic puzzle of where to put all my various recycling receptacles, without turning some part of the 
garden into a mini-recycling centre.  I may be lazier than most, but if it‟s raining I don‟t take the 
bottle or plastic or paper or whatever outside, so it stays by the back door until I can‟t get out…   
 
Doubtless it will all come right in the end - do you have ideas or opinions?  Where are YOU going to 
put your dustbins and containers?   
 

Let me know - I‟m sure there‟s more than just me interested in this one. 
 

Hazel 

Half the village has asked me to send good wishes to Brian and Margaret Cook - between them, 
at the  moment, they have more ailments than seems entirely fair…  All the best to both of you - if 

there‟s anything you need done, just shout. 
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KENN W.I. 
 
Mrs. Tyrell came to the May meeting of the W.I. to give us a history of hats with illustrations and 
then to tell us how hats are made and how she came to be making them.  Some beautiful examples 
of her work were available for us to examine and try on.  It did make one wish that the opportunity to 
wear one of these creations might arise sometime soon – Ascot, a Royal Garden Party or a 
Wedding, perhaps! 
 
The Resolution for the AGM which will take place in Cardiff in June was discussed and voted upon.  
Members were unanimous in their support for the resolution asking for the true country of origin of 
all meat and meat products to be printed on the packaging.  At the moment if meat that might have 
come from anywhere in the world is processed here it is labelled as if the UK were the country of 
origin. 
 
In the wider world members have been busy.  Mrs. Thelma Blake has been mopping up 
championships with her bull Thundercloud at the North Somerset Show and the Devon  Show.  She 
tells us  that the showing season is not over yet, so watch this space!  Members have also been 
walking for charity.  Three took part in the Granny Trek for the Children‟s Hospice SW and Valerie 
Cox is joining the Race for Life at Weston super Mare. 
 
Preparations are well under way for the Cheese and Wine evening to be held to preview the flowers 
at the Kenn Festival. 
 
At the next meeting on the 9th June Mr and Mrs Holloway will be talking about the Grand Canyon.  If 
you would like to join us, please do.  We shall  be in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. on that date. 
 

Ann Holtham 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday June 7th in the Village Hall at 7.30 
p.m.  All Parishioners are very welcome.  There is an opportunity to speak and ask questions if 
there is something you wish to discuss.  A District Councillor usually attends and our Community 
Policeman if his duties allow. 
 
Kenn has entered the Village of the Year Competition so please be vigilant and pick up any rubbish 
that gets dropped from passing vehicles.  Thank you. 

Ann Holtham 

Feed the Birds… 
 

We are really, really lucky to have the village pond and all its wildlife - a great many of us enjoy it on an 
almost daily basis.  The ducks especially, now so tame and entertaining, are a huge delight for children of all 
ages.  BUT - we have found - more and more recently - that mouldy bread is being thrown down for the 

ducks.  The ducks don‟t eat it, and if they do, they risk 
becoming ill or dying.  We try to clear it up, but if it‟s thrown 
into the pond there‟s nothing we can do, except to watch the 
rat population increase and wait for the ducks to sicken.   
 
Bread for the ducks, if thrown onto the bank (rather than into 
the water) and not gobbled up by the ducks, will be eaten 
and cleared away by the other birds.  Within minutes.  So 
that‟s probably best.        

Hazel and Miki 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
Messages sent by Richard Stamp PCSO at Nailsea Police Station. 
  

Message sent on behalf of PS Dave Hayward 
 

"Beware Landscape / Driveway flyers”   
 

Police are aware of flyers currently being distributed to houses in North Somerset for a firm of 
landscapers who describe themselves as Paving Specialists.  
 

Before considering taking up any offer please do your own home work and find out as much as 
possible about a company before agreeing to any work and consider the following 
recommendations: 
 

Check with Trading Standards if they are on an approved list of companies.  
 

Do not commit or feel pressured into having the work carried out until you are absolutely sure that 
you are happy to proceed.  
 

Remember, if the work costs more than £35 - you must be given a 7 day cooling off period in writing 
before any work commences. It is an offence not to do so. 
 

Try and get at least three other quotes from reputable companies or consider recommendations 
from friends or family.  
 

Occasionally a deposit may be a requirement but keep this as small as possible and certainly do not 
pay a large amount in advance. 
 
Public Information 
 

Message on behalf of Inspector Jon Owen 
 

On Tuesday 8th June 2010 officers from all over Avon and Somerset will be mobilised as part of 
Operation Relentless. The theme will be "Keeping you safe in the Summer" and it will be the first 
day of several throughout the summer months.  
 

Officers from Nailsea, Clevedon and Portishead neighbourhood teams will be working with 
colleagues from Roads Policing and Headquarters. On this occasion we have chosen to 
concentrate the extra resources on some of the local priorities identified in PACT meetings.  
 

This will mainly focus on road traffic and safety issues as well as officers taking the opportunity to 
look for vehicles at risk of being broken into.  
 

In the following months we hope to gain assistance from other HQ departments so that we can 
focus on issues such as licensing, anti-social behaviour and crime prevention.  
 

We will also be looking for opportunities to meet people by taking our community contact vehicle to 
various events and locations. These will be advertised on the "in your area" pages of the force 
website.  
 

I would be grateful if you could pass this message to your friends and contacts. 
 

If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 0845 456 7000 or you can call 
anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  For general information 
about Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.mynhw.co.uk website. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Any%20Authorised%20User/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/JDWJKQT1/www.mynhw.co.uk
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Home Sport Birmingham City 

Birmingham City News 

Birmingham City's Jack 
Butland underpinning 
England tilt at Euro glory 
May 29 2010 by Colin Tattum, Birmingham Mail 

RISING star Jack Butland goes for glory with England tomorrow in the final of the under-17 
European Championship. 
 

And according to Academy supremo Terry Westley, it‟s just the next step on his journey to the 
very top. 
 

England face Spain in Liechtenstein, with Butland firmly ensconced as the No.1 for his age group 
in the country. 
 

“They had been sharing the goalkeeping duties, with Jack and another boy from Manchester 
United,” explained Westley. 
 

“Jack had to be patient but he‟s now established himself and he has done well in the tournament. 
“He ticks all the boxes. That‟s the biggest thing. You can have all the ability in the world but if you 
haven‟t got the other qualities – the dedication, professionalism, preparation – then you will fall 
short. 
 

“He has all those attributes and if he maintains his focus, which I am sure he will do, then he will 
become a first-class goalkeeper at the very highest level.” 
 

Butland was awarded Blues‟ young player-of-the-season honours at the club‟s gala dinner and will 
again be seeking to put pressure on the more experienced „keepers above him in the pecking 
order next term. 
 

‼  May 30th - England Under 17s Beat Spain to Win European Championship  ‼ 

http://www.birminghammail.net/
http://www.birminghammail.net/birmingham-sport/
http://www.birminghammail.net/birmingham-sport/birmingham-city-fc/
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39a9/0/0/%2a/s;44306;0-0;0;26981022;15-140/60;0/0/0;;~aopt=2/1/32/0;~sscs=%3f
http://www.birminghammail.net/birmingham-sport/birmingham-city-fc/birmingham-city-fc-news/2010/05/29/
http://www.birminghammail.net/authors/colin-tattum/
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International Success 
 
Show Jumper Anna Edwards has 
recently hit international stardom. 
 
Anna spent a successful time in 
Arezzo, Italy in March.  Riding her 
horse Unique Anna was 6th in a 
1.5m Grand Prix, and riding 
Diaghilev, Anna was placed 2nd in 
Diaghilev‟s respected age group 
final.  Competing at this level against 
some of the world‟s best show 
jumpers helped Anna to gain some 
invaluable experience. 
 
Back in England, Anna competed at 
David Broome‟s Event Centre in 
Chepstow in the Welsh Masters 
Championships.  Anna won this 
competition beating John Whitaker 
MBE into second place by three 
seconds.  After the competition John 
quoted that he was well and truly 
beat! 
 
Great news then came for Anna.  
This was that she was selected to 
represent Great Britain in a Nations 
Cup, in Linz, Austria.  Great Britain 
had not won at this level for two 
years - but gold was won in Linz . 
Anna is now part of the team that will 
travel to Norway in June. 

 
Anna said, “To be on a team was 
something I have always worked 
for, but to be on a winning Nations 
Cup team was just amazing.  It has 
made me want even more success 
and the next two years are two very 
big years for Unique and for me.  
2012 is a big possibility now if our 
form continue, I have a great team 
behind me and my parents are so 
supportive.  Sponsors do need to 
be found but I have a good package 
to offer prospective sponsors so 
hopefully a few will come forward. 
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Kenn Historic House – Time Capsule Project 
 
Thank you to all those Kenn Residents that have taken part, we now have 46 participating 
properties. The booklet has been written, photos taken and we are now printing. 
 
Colour Booklets will shortly be available to everyone, priced £3 each, or £5 for 2. This booklet 
gives you a record of Kenn in 2010. Copies will be available from Heather Brain, John Griffin and 
Marianna Mackay or at all Kenn Festival events. 
 
To complete the house tour, please take your copy of the booklet with you and see how many 
houses you can visit over the Kenn Festival Weekend! 
 
Access to the houses is only to the front garden and as far as the porch.  
Please do not knock on the door or expect to go inside the houses. 
 
Sticker sheets and stickers are free of charge and sticker sheets are available with your booklet. 
Children should then collect a sticker at each house. 
 
Place these on your sticker sheet in the correct place and hand in sheets at the village photo on 
Sunday 26th June. Sheets will be judged and prizes awarded in the under 6, 7-12 & 12-15 age 
groups. 
 
A message to participating houses 
 
Your sheets of stickers will be delivered approximately 1 week before the festival. Please place 
these in a labelled ice cream container or other suitable container, either in the porch or some other 
obvious place at the front of your house. Children will collect 1 sticker each from your house and 
place it on their sticker sheet. 
 

Have Fun! 
 

Heather Brain The Limes - Kenn 
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Festival Photography Exhibition 
 
Robert Down will be showing about 20 of his monochrome prints as 
part of his outside photo exhibition.  These are all personal 
favourites that he has not exhibited before and with a couple dating 
back to 1963.  All will be available for sale as "Artists Proofs" at very 
reasonable prices.  
 
   
He will, of course, have his photo greeting cards at the market and for 
sale during Saturday afternoon.  He also expect to bring along a 
bargain box of surplus prints for sale to support a charity. 

Save your money for the festival! 

Free Coffee Morning 
Saturday 19th June 2010 

At Chapel Cottage, Kenn Street 
10am - to when you go home! 

No Donations! No raffle!  

Everyone welcome 
Bring along books and old DVDs for the 
Festival Book Stall and in return drink tea 
or coffee, eat cake and chat to 
friends and neighbours.   
 
(If you have already dropped off some books, 
come along anyway)   
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     

    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 
  

 

The Village Market in June 
  

Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 
June 26th 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 8th, 22nd 
  
Green Waste - 1st, 15th, 29th 

Kenn Women’s Institute 
  

June 9th, Kenn Village Hall, 7:30pm 

Village Lunch 
 Angelina's on Tuesday 15th June 2010  

where the best and cheapest Carvery in the 
area will be served.  

This invitation  is to villagers and friends.  
Stefan looks forward to seeing us. 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

1 Simon Pascoe 
  Tyler Silvester 
3 Joshua Middleton 
5 David Porch 
 Margaret and Brian Cook 

 Wedding Anniversary 
9 Lois Webb  
10 Thomas Finlay Hibbs 
11 Naomi Brain 
 Wendy Papasolomontos 
13 Lynn Bye 
 Bradley Harris 
18 Ian Pascoe 
21 Tom Bye 
22 Heather Brain 
 Dave Pugh 
23 Robin Mackay 
26 Andrew Staples 
27 Pip Jenkins 
28 Liz and Martin Jaehme  

Wedding Anniversary 

St. John’s Altar Guild 
 
 

The volunteers for June are  Hazel Limage, 
Lise Willcox and Caroline Holden. 

 
Church Tower Floodlighting 
  

The church was floodlit on: 
 
May 6th for the funeral of Ronald Mackay;  
 
May 7th to welcome the safe arrival of Luke 
Michael Fitzpatrick - a son for Denise and 
Dan, a grandson for Joan Stevens; and 
 
May 8th to celebrate the 65th anniversary of 
VE Day. 

We flew our flag during May: 
 

On the 5th, for the funeral of Ronald Mackay; 
 
the 8th to welcome Luke Michael Fitzpatrick - 
a grandson for Joan Stevens; and 
 
to celebrate the 65th anniversary of VE Day. 

 
Kenn Christian Aid Week 2010 
  
I'm thrilled to report that to date (26/6) Kenn 
village has raised just over £450, through the 
door to door collection. Many thanks to all the 
lovely collectors (Lise and Rob Wilcox, John 
and Jenny Croxton, John and Grace Griffin, 
John and Margaret Ball) and 'Well Done'. It's 
quite an achievement to still have a door to 
door collection in the village, many other 
charities have had to give up. Collecting is a 
case of 'The More the Easier', and is a great 
way of catching up with folk to whom you 
wave but seldom get the chance to speak. 
  

Thank you again, Julia Bush 
 

PS If you still have your envelope, could you 
put it in the 'Quercus' mailbox 

 
May Family Service 
 
By chance the May Family Service at St 
John's fell on Pentecost (Whit Sunday) and 
after 'that reading' with all the geographical 
tongue twisters, in which the disciples, newly 
emboldened by the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
were heard clearly by folk from all over the 
known Jewish world, Celia tested to see what 
we thought the Holy Spirit looked like (mainly 
ourselves) and how it acted amongst us. This 
was encapsulated in the words of Theresa, 
beautifully read by Morgan Lewis. We sang 
some lusty hymns, and ended the 
gathering  with coffee and biscuits.  
 
And how wonderful to have Ray in church 
looking well and taking his usual seat.    
 

Julia Bush 
 

PS - also good to see Jean out and about at 
the village market.  I‟m sure our elders are 
getting younger…. 
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Mike Callow rang our bell on May 8th at 11.01am to celebrate the 65th anniversary of VE day. 

Accommodation required  
 

for 2 ladies relocated from Ireland to Clevedon, working at Comet full time, at present lodging but 
would like to rent in Kenn or Clevedon please.   
 

Please contact  Sheila Naish 07808920962  or 01934 838357 

WANTED    
 

Does anyone out there have a lightweight, collapsible wheelchair they no longer need? 
 

If so please contact Joyce on 349674 as one would assist me to give my 94 year old mother a bit of 
fresh air. 

Kenn Summer Walks 
 

The Kenn Village Summer Walks will continue on the second Monday of June, 14th.  Meeting at 
Cloverlea, Kenn Street at 7.00pm.    All are welcome, so do come along. 

Friends of Kenn Church – reminder 
 
Best Kept Village Competition – working evening in the Churchyard Tuesday 8th June – everyone 
welcome – come and tidy your family grave, or help someone who is not able to do theirs.  If you 
can‟t make the 8th June, please do your bit at another time. 

 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn – Annual Deep Clean  
 
in time for the Flower Festival – Men and strong ladies – the afternoon of Monday 14th June (before 
the Village Walk) to do the ceilings and heavy preparation.  Tuesday come along with your polish 
and dusters to help make our lovely church even more beautiful. 

Found - in Kenn Street 
 

A silver scooter with red wheels.  If it‟s yours then phone 01275 870776 (The Maples) where it is 
being kept safe and sound. 

Thank You to the Friends 
 

The Friends of Kenn Church have very kindly bought a new keyboard for use in the church, 
primarily to enhance Sunday Club activities, worship and general congregational and village fun.  
No sooner had it arrived than Jo Manning set it up and within the hour it was being used to great 
effect for a rehearsal for APPRENTICE SAINTS, the mini-musical to be performed by Sunday Club 
and Friends during the Festival Family Service. 
 

Thanks again to the Friends! 
Julia 
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SERVICES FOR JUNE 2010 
 

1st Sunday  6th THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY     
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9.30am   Parish Communion + Laying on of Hands and Prayers of Healing at Yatton   
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11.00am  First Sunday Special at Claverham   
11.00am  Family Service at Kingston Seymour with Baptism ~ Jacob Samuel Hatherell   
6.00pm  Evensong  at Yatton*   
 

2nd Sunday  13th  THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY ST BARNABAS 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton   
9.30am Patronal Eucharist at Claverham   
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton    
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn   
11.00am Trinity Praise at Cleeve   
6.00pm  Evensong at Kingston Seymour*   
6.30pm  Holy Communion at Cleeve   
  

3rd Sunday  20th THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  
8.00am  Holy Communion at Claverham*   
9.30am  Family Communion  at Yatton   
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour   
2.30pm  Holy Baptism at Yatton – Isabella Hollie James   
6.00pm  Evensong at Kenn*   
  
4th Sunday  27th THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY    
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton*   
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour*   
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton   
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve   
11.00am Family Service + Holy Baptism at Kenn   
11.00am  Family Service at Claverham   
6.00pm Songs of Praise at Kenn   
6.00pm  Ecumenical Evening Worship at Yatton   
 

HOLY DAYS IN JUNE: 
3rd – Thursday Corpus Christi  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve   
7.30pm  Holy Communion at Yatton 
  
24th – Thursday   The Birth Of John The Baptist 
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Daily:   8.30am Morning Prayer Yatton (not Saturdays or Holy Days) 
Every Wednesday: l0am: Holy Communion Yatton 
1st Wednesday: 11am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour* 
3rd Wednesday: 11am Holy Communion Kenn* 
4th Wednesday: 11am: Holy Communion Claverham 
Every Thursday: 9.30am  Holy Communion Cleeve 
    7.30pm:  Holy Communion Yatton 

 
* Book of Common Prayer 
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This photo is of girls from Kenn who were trained in Red Cross Work during the last war by Mrs 
Maggie Naish and Nurse Counsell of Clevedon.  They did work in Clevedon and Winford Hopstials 
on Sundays. 
 
Left to right: 
 
Back row - Frances Moore; Rosemary Fletcher; Hazel Stowell; Margaret Naish; Betty Griffin; Grace 
Grigg; 
 
Front row - Barbara Montegue; Kathleen Parker; Daphne Naish; Beryl Cox; Joyce Bye; 
 
Seated - Joan Hicks 
 

Photo and information courtesy of Ray Naish 

 
Wendy Evans at Westonwood on Kenn Road is organising a 

fabulous tombola for the Festival.  She is always keen to be given 
good-quality items for the stall - but is a tad elusive.  Leave anything 
that can be left in her porch, or bring to Bram Rigg and we‟ll pass it on. 
 
The tombola will raise funds for St Peter‟s Hospice as well as the 
Festival charities. 
 
 
 

http://www.stpetershospice.org.uk/
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Kingston Seymour Sports Weekend 
 
This year, the Sports are being held a couple of weeks earlier than usual, on Saturday 10th and 
Sunday 11th July, and at a new venue, Bulbeck Field, Back Lane (entrance near Bullocks Lane). 
There will be the traditional children's and family sports races in the afternoon, plus fancy dress and 
crafts classes.  
 
The Saturday evening social event, “Hay Fever”, will feature live music from Bristol band “The Love 
Vultures”, who went down so well last year that we invited them back again.  Burgers, hot dogs and 
chips will be on sale, the bar will be open until 11.30pm, and entrance is free – no need to buy a 
ticket, just come along. 
 
On Sunday afternoon, there will be the village cricket match – you don‟t have to live in Kingston to 
take part, just ring Ben Simmons on 07880 840212 if you‟re interested in playing. Spectators can 
enjoy a drink from the bar, and teas will also be available. 
 

Janet Calderbank 
Secretary, Kingston Seymour Sports Committee 

tel. 01934 838240 

Thelma Blake - an honorary Kennite if ever 

there was one - has come away from the Devon 
County Show with more ribbons than she has room 
for.  Her champion Shorthorns cleaned up the 
prizes again.  Her prize bull Thunderclap is a real 
gentle giant  - which is just as well, because Thelma 
is only tiny!  She is very proud of her Shorthorn 
family, and we send congratulations for her 
remarkable achievements. 
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The Chaos 
  

We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes, 
But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes. 

One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese, 
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese. 
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice, 

Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice. 
If the plural of man is always called men, 

Why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen? 
If I speak of my foot and show you my feet, 

And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, 

Why shouldn't the plural of booth be called beeth? 
Then one may be that, and three would be those, 

Yet hat in the plural would never be hose, 
And the plural of cat is cats, not cose. 

We speak of a brother and also of brethren, 
But though we say mother, we never say methren. 
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him, 

But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim, 
So our English, I think you will agree, 

Is the trickiest language you ever did see. 
 

I take it you already know 
Of tough, and bough and cough and dough? 

Others may stumble, but not you 
On hiccough, through, slough and though. 

Well done! And now you wish, perhaps 
To learn of less familiar traps? 

Beware of heard, a dreadful word 
That looks like beard and sounds like bird. 

And dead; it's said like bed, not bead! 
For goodness sake, don't call it deed! 

Watch out for meat and great and threat, 
(They rhyme with suite and straight and debt) 

A moth is not a moth in mother, 
Nor both in bother, broth in brother. 
And here is not a match for there, 

Nor dear and fear for bear and pear, 
And then there's dose and rose and lose – 
Just look them up - and goose and choose, 

And cork and work and card and ward 
And font and front and word and sword. 

And do and go, then thwart and cart. 
Come, come, I've hardly made a start. 
A dreadful language?  Why, man alive, 

I'd mastered it when I was five! 

 

Shared with us courtesy of Geoff Marchant 
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 'I've  learned that no matter what happens, or how bad it seems today, life does go on, and it will be 
better tomorrow.' 
  
 'I've learned that you can tell a lot about a person by the way he/she handles these three things: a 
rainy day, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights.' 
  
 'I've learned that regardless of your relationship with your parents, you'll miss them when 
they're  gone from your life.' 
  
 'I've learned that making a 'living' is not the same thing as 'making a life.' 
  
 'I've learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance.' 
  
 'I've learned that you shouldn't go through life with a catcher's mitt on both hands; you need to be 
able to throw some things  back...' 
  
 'I've learned that whenever I decide something with an open heart, I usually make the right 
decision.' 
  
 'I've learned that even when I have pains, I don't have to be one.' 
  
 'I've learned that every day you should reach out and touch someone. People love a warm hug or 
just a friendly pat on the back...' 
 
 'I've learned that I still have a lot to learn.' 
  
 'I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will 
never forget how you made them feel.'  
 

Dr Maya Angelou (suggested by Liz Jaehme) 

Dear Editor 
 
My husband, Alfie Watts, is a local man, born in Kenn on December 2nd 1929.  He went to school 
there, was a choirboy for a few years, went into the army for National Service 1949-1951 and was 
recalled again in 1956. 
 
This year we have been married for 60 years, and will be celebrating our Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary on June 17th. 
 
Our banns were called at the local church during May 1950, and we were married at St John‟s 
Church, Clevedon at midday. 
 
Alfie‟s favourite pastime was golf, at which he managed a hole in one. 
 
We had one daughter, and are now proud grandparents of one grandson 
and even prouder great-grandparents of one great granddaughter.  
 

    Jean Watts 
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Sponsored Walk in aid of USPG and CMS 
on Sunday 13th June 
 

The 4 mile walk, suitable for Tots to Grandparents, starts from Clevedon, St Andrew's, at 2pm and 
finishes at the home of Tim and Jackie Harris at Kingston. The route hugs the coast along the Sea 
Wall and then turns in at the estuary to follow the bank of the River Yeo to the farm. It's a delightful 
walk with far reaching views and wildlife to spot. The first section can be a circular route suitable for 
pushchairs, the remainder has 2 gates to negotiate, but is otherwise flat and firm. There is vehicle 
access half way along if anyone needs to stop. There is a chance that there may be livestock in one 
short section, which will be marshalled, but we advise no dogs please, as an extra safety 
precaution. We finish with drinks and hot dog BBQ, for which a small charge will be made to cover 
costs, and complete the afternoon with Evensong at All Saints' at 6pm for all who wish to stay. A 
shuttle service to collect cars from Clevedon will be available to suit the individual need. 
 

Please do join in and encourage friends and family too. 
 
Sponsor forms from Team churches or the Church Office. Mary Kesby (833707) and Sue Thomas 
(833593) 

10
th

 May 2010 The First Summer Walk 
 

On a cool, but dry and bright May evening, a large group (27 of us from Kingston, Kenn, and 
Clevedon) met up at Cloverlea and it was good that Ray was there to wave us off as we went in 
convoy up over Failand towards the Downs School. 
 

Our destination was Priors Wood Nature Reserve. 
Normally this is reached from Portbury, the path 
starting near The Priory public house, but Chris and 
Jean, who were our guides, had obtained 
permission for us to park at Charlton Farm near the 
Children‟s Hospice, which allowed us almost instant 
access to the incredibly beautiful bluebell woods. 
 

We followed the footpaths through the woods, 
across a grassy hillside, through more beech 
woods, over a stream known as Bullocks Bottom 
(this is probably the stream we had seen last year 
when we walked in Jeff‟s fields overlooking 
Avonmouth), past a pond with a „spillway‟ and up to 
a field of vibrant yellow rape.  We then wandered 
through the woods, mainly beech with the bluebells 
carpeting the ground, noticing wood anemones, 
celandines, toadflax, red campion and maid-a-
milking to name the few flowers we recognised.  
There were bracken fronds unfurling and oxalis 
leaves (which I thought was shamrock), apple trees 
in blossom and hawthorn bushes with profuse May 
flowers. 
 
A gentle walk and a good start to the season – our 
thanks to Chris and Jeannie who were off on 

holiday almost immediately after the walk.  Jeff Naish has kindly agreed to lead our next walk so we 
shall meet at Ray‟s as usual at 7.00pm on Monday 14th June. 

Margaret Ball 
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Bird News 
 
Despite the cold winter and spring (up to mid-May) there seems to be an abundance of insects and 
some birds appear to be nesting unusually early.  The Strawberry Line Barn Owls are feeding young 
and John Croxton saw a fledged Kestrel on May 21st.  Jill and I saw flying young Kestrels in the 
Brecon Beacons (22nd) which was very early for an upland site. 
 
The insect bonanza will have been good for Swifts, Swallows and House Martins in particular, but it 
should also help the warbler species and our resident birds.  There are certainly plenty of Wrens in 
the countryside so they have obviously survived the winter snows pretty well.  The Strawberry Line 
warblers have arrived in average numbers with a single passage Garden Warbler becoming the 
ninth warbler species recorded there this spring.  A singing Grasshopper Warbler on Kenn Moor 
made it ten for the immediate locality. 
 
Lapwings had chicks on Nailsea Moor early in the month, and a pair was present at the Nailsea 
Court end of Kenn Moor.  There was also a pair on a maize field near Kingston Seymour, success 
unknown. 
 
I have not heard a Cuckoo locally but have received reports from Kingston Seymour and Mendip 
Springs Golf Course near Congresbury.  Any reports would be most welcome. 
 
At the Avalon Marshes at least 37 Hobbies were present on May 13th with a figure of 80+ claimed 
on another day.  These birds dispersed during the warm weathr, presumably as dragonflies became 
available on the three breeding territories.  At Shapwick Heath they were feeding on St Marks flies 
which are fairly small.  I reckon that they would need a thousand a day, and with 80 Hobbies for a 
couple of weeks that is a lot of flies. 
 
Across the road at Ham Wall there seem to be Bitterns everywhere.  The females are going to and 
fro feeding their young, whilst the males (having nothing better to do) are basically aggravating each 
other - there must be a moral there somewhere.  The Avalon Marshes must now be the premier 
Bittern site in the UK. 
 
In Littlewood the Great Spotted Woodpeckers have returned and have young, but the Treecreepers 
(seen after the winter snow) are making themselves quite invisible. 
 

Trevor Riddle 
01934 835208 

Barn Owl 

Kestrel 
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How To Identify Swallows, Swifts And House Martins 
 
One of the perennial problems at this time of year is figuring out whether that bird that just flew 
overhead at the speed of light was a Swallow, a Swift or a House Martin.  But fortunately while 
these birds are all superficially similar, there are a range of differences between them that can make 
telling these three bird species apart reasonably simple once you know what to look for. 
 
 
 
 
 

Swallows 
 
Swallows are most easily identified by their red chin 
and the longer feathers on either side of the tail 
which stick out like streamers and make them easy 
to spot in flight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swifts 
 
Swifts are one of those amazing birds which barely ever 
come to ground to rest except to nest spending virtually 
their whole life on the wing. High pitched screeching 
and curved, sickle-shaped wings together with a short 
tail help to identify this species who can often be seen 
in warm summer days performing acrobatics in the sky 
as they hunt for their insect prey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

House Martins 
 
The house martin is probably the smallest of these three 
species and has a gently curved tail, unlike the squarer tail 
of the swift or the “streamers” of the swallow. They are most 
easily identified, however, by their white rump which can 
often be clearly seen even from some distance as these 
birds fly past. 
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Bug News I 
 
Robert Down thinks this is a female Broad-
bodied Chaser Dragonfly.  It was newly 
emerged on the front of his house, the 
nymph having - amazingly - crawled 
several metres from our pond. 
 
What a wonderful world. 

 
Woodpeckers in Kenn 
 

I noticed the article about woodpeckers last month. At 
The Limes we get the Greater Spotted Woodpeckers on 
our bird table several times a day and we see Green 
Woodpeckers from time to time on the lawn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last year we were fortunate enough to see a pair of 
Greater Spotted Woodpeckers flying bak and forth from the 
bird table feeding a young one in the apple tree. 
 
If anyone would like to sit in our conservatory with a cup of 
coffee and watch out for woodpeckers then you are most 
welcome. Give us a ring on 01275 342235. 
 

Heather Brain – The Limes 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


